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solitude.    He   wrote   to   Scharnhorst   early   in
January:

I am itching in every finger to grasp the sword. If
his Majesty, our King, if all the other German princes,
if the nation as a whole do not now rise and sweep
from off German territory the entire rascally French
brood together with Napoleon and his whole following,
then it seems to me no German man is any longer
worthy of the name. It is now the moment for doing
what I advised already in the year 1809: namely, for
calling the whole nation to arms and for driving out
those of the princes who refuse and who place them-
selves in opposition even as we do Bonaparte. For it
is a question not of Prussia alone but of reuniting
the whole German fatherland, of reconstructing the
nation.

We are on the threshold of the most stirring time
in German history, the time that was to be marked
by the greatest number of heroic deeds and by the
prevalence of the most heroic sentiments. It was
in these days that the great bard of liberty, Ernst
Moritz Arndt, uttered his most heart-stirring words
calling on his people to rise at the flaming signal
and go to meet the dawn that is breaking: "The
harvest awaits the cutter, the moment has come
for plunging the steel into the enemy's breast:

A path for freedom! Purify the soil!

The German soil, oh cleanse it with thy blood!

The longings of Bliicher and of Arndt were no
longer vain dreams, they were in a fair way to be